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PLAY IS CHILDREN'S WORK

Play Dough and Clay

At Peace, we always have soft, pliable play dougtilable to roll, pound, cut, squeeze, smash,
and form into a variety of objects. The play dough change in color, texture, temperature,

and scent throughout the year. The children wabdlave the opportunity to work with real clay
that has a different texture, color and smeliis Hecessary to learn to use water to make the clay
workable and to use special tools for cutting aesighing. Clay is more challenging to
manipulate than play dough, but the hard workvgarded when it dries into a hard object that
can be painted and saved forever.

Water and Sand Table

The children will enjoy pouring water at the wati@ole, mixing colors into the water, adding
bubbles, or adding a variety of objects that flaasink. During the fall months, we have
colorful Indian corn for the children to shuck, andvinter we have artificial snow or real snow
that is brought indoors to put in the water tablEhey become more aware of the feel of the
temperature and texture, and create designs isntbw with food color, or watch it melt into
water. They will see how clean, white snow lookeew t is first brought inside, and how dirty
it looks when it melts into water. The childrenlviiave a variety of dried beans to pour, sort,
count, and manipulate in the classroom sand tahlesg the spring months.

Art Center

There are many opportunities for sensory expergeatahe art center as they paint at the easel
or finger paint at the table with a variety of stalbges, such as, pudding, shaving cream,
toothpaste, Ivory Snow soap, and paint with sditteg or sand added. They will paint with a
variety of objects such as: straws, string, stickatbles, feathers, spray bottles, sponges, fat and
thin brushes, and rollers. They will manipulateeghnd paste with a variety of textured papers
(including sandpaper), cotton balls, feathers, kteirstrips, yarn, glitter and sequins, plastic
objects and buttons, pom-poms, pine cones, foanwad shapes.



Group Time

There will also be tasting, smelling, listeningeis®g, and feeling games on the rug with large
and small groups. These games may include: fiedntissing object on the easel, taste and
describe what is in your mouth, listen and identiifg sounds, reach into a bag or box and guess
what you feel. All of these activities lead tondgmage development and strengthen
communication skills as the children are encouragetalk about their experiences. They are
also given many opportunities to “think” and in@geaheir vocabulary as they describe rough-
smooth, bright-dull, juicy-dry, sweet-sour, hardtscsticky, quiet-loud, strong-weak, easy-
difficult.

Sensory Development

As written by Tim Seldin, President of the Montes$emundation:*A child interacts with the
physical world through her senses. From birth, sheéll look, listen, touch, taste, pick up,
manipulate, and smell almost anything that comesarher grasp. At first, everything goes into
the mouth. Gradually, she begins to explore eadbjeat’'s weight, texture, and temperature.
She may watch something that catches her attenti@uch as a butterfly, with infinite
patience. The sensorial curriculum is designed help the child focus her attention more
carefully on the physical world, exploring with ehaf her senses the subtle variations in the
properties of objects. Why is it so important wueate the young child’s senses? We certainly
don’t believe that we can improve a child’s sight lmearing through training. However, we
can help children to pay attention, to focus theswareness, to learn how to observe and
consider what comes into their experience.”

Enjoy your children, they are a gift from God!
From the Director, Judy Placzkowski

“Not what you say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of
our thanksgiving.” ~~ W.T. Purkiser

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
FROM PEACE PRESCHOOL!



NOTES FROM THE PRESCHOOL OFFICE

GARAGE SALE: As you are cleaning out your children’s toys, clothes, etc. getting
ready for all the new Christmas gifts, please keep in mind our annual
preschool garage sale will be on March 29" and 30".

WEB SITE: We have updated the web site and will continue to do so throughout the
year. Please check it regularly for current pictures, updated Business
Directory, Snack Menu, current newsletter, etc.

REMINDER: Please refrain from using your cell phone when you are the parent helper
in your child’s classroom. If there is an important call that you are
expecting, please tell your child’s teacher and then step out into the hall to
receive it so as not to interrupt the class time.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Please remember to call the Preschool Office at (815) 469-8919 if your child will be
absent from school for any reason. Please describe your child’s symptoms if he/she is
going to be absent due to illness. Thank You!

& MARK YOUR CALENDAR: NO SCHOOL ON FRIDAY,
1 NOVEMBER 11™ -- VETERAN'S DAY!
.~y 4 /

...There will be no Newsletter during the month of
November...

Registration for 2012-2013
Peace Preschool will be registering our current families for the 2012-2013 school year
before accepting registration from new students from the community. Registration
packages for next year will be sent home with all students in the Creative Beginners
and Early Learning Classes in December.



Peace Annual Pancake Breakfast Extravaganza
Special Thanks to all of the people that helped to make the Annual Preschool

Pancake Breakfast a perfect morning.

Praver for our Preschool Families

Please drop off your prayer request in the Prayer box in the preschool office, or email
Judy judyp@peaceinfrankfort.org with your prayer requests. We look forward to
praying for your family.

QQ INK CARTRIDGE RECYCLE

Please deposit your old ink cartridges in one of the Ink Cartridge Recycle Containers
located in the halls of the Preschool Wing. It feels good to RECYCLE, and it will benefit
your child’s Preschool. Thanks!

Campbell’s "Labels for Education" UPC Program

Thank you for participating in our Labels for Education Program. If you have not done
so yet, there is a clearly marked “Labels for Education” bin in the hallway next to the
Ink Cartridge Recycle Container where you can have your child drop the labels in or you
can give them to your child’'s teacher.

STRANGER-DANGER

Officer Leanne Chelepis will be at our preschool on November 2™ and 3™ to talk with
the children about strangers. She will be presenting this safety information in a serious,
yet non-threatening way. She will not be talking with the children in the Creative
Beginners Class. Mrs. Carlson will be telling them age-appropriate information about
strangers one day during the month of November. Look for an opportunity to discuss
this with your child at home.



Thenk Vet very much|

A special Thank You to all the parents who cleaned the
preschool classrooms this month:

Alina Lorenca Kristy Grell Kevin Prather
David Spivak Jenelle Hoffmann Katie Schroeder
Christy Pearson Cris Gramza Melissa Bell
Nicole Riiff Peggy Klene Diana Brown
Wayne Ladd Elizabeth Lee Jessica Kelliher
Wendy Feigl Amy Henry

Lori Paris Meg Rincker

Saturday, November 12™

Thanksgiving Worship Services
Peace Community Church will have an evening Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service on
Wednesday, November 23 at 7:00-8:00 PM, and childcare for infants and toddlers will
be available. Your family is invited to join us in giving thanks to our generous God.

Preschool Thanksgiving Activities
Your children will be going into the sanctuary for a little time of Thanksgiving with their
classmates on their last day of preschool before Thanksgiving. Pastor Matt will be
giving a short object lesson about Thanksgiving for the children in the Discovery and
Kinderbridge Classes.




Christmas Service Project

The Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation

This Christmas Season you can help support children who are suffering with cancer by
purchasing a new toy and/or a $5 gift card with your child for the Treasure Chest, and
bringing it to preschool unwrapped between November 28" and December 14", It can
be a toy for any age child (1 year through 18 years old), and it may cost as much or as
little as you wish to spend. You can also purchase a $5 gift card for a teenager from
any chain restaurant or store, such as: McDonalds, Taco Bell, Best Buy, I-Tunes,
Starbucks, etc.). There will be a Collection Box in each classroom. It is important that
you tell your child that you are purchasing the gift for a child who is sick, and it would
be very good if you could pray with your child for healing for the boy or girl who will be
receiving your gift. Thank You!

Looking ahead to December...

Peace Community Preschool Christmas Programs, Parties, and Bake Sales will be held
during the normal class times. Watch for details from your child’s teacher next month.

Christmas Programs, Family Parties & Bake Sale Schedule
Tuesday, December 20 Early Learning T/Th, Discovery T/Th/F a.m. & p.m.
Wednesday, December 21 Creative Beginners, Early Learning M/W,

Discovery M/W/F & Kinderbridge



Nativity Field trip to the Children’s Farm
The children in the Discovery a.m. & p.m. and Kinderbridge Classes will be going on
very special field trips to The Center Children’s Farm in Palos to re-enact the story of
the birth of Jesus during normal class times on the following dates. Mark your calendar
and bring your camera. You will receive further details from your child’s teacher next
month.

Preschool Christmas Bake Sale

December 20 & 21, 9:00-11:30 a.m. & 12:30-3:00 p.m.

Please help make this fundraiser for the preschool a big success by donating a special
baked item (holiday cookies, cakes, cup cakes, sweet breads, bars, candy, pies, etc.) to
our Peace Preschool Bake Sale on December 19th. Please provide the items on
disposable plates, wrapped with plastic-wrap, and labeled with the name of your item.
Please indicate on the label if the item contains nuts. Special holiday touches such as
ribbons, holiday plates, colored wrap, and cute bags can make items even more special
for the holidays. It is nice to include a recipe card, but not necessary. Please drop off
all items in the preschool office on Thursday, December 15 (9:00 — 3:00) or Friday,
December 16 (9:00 — 3:00) or Monday, December 19 (9:00 — 12:00)

The bake sale will be available for all of the preschool families the day of their children’s
Christmas programs and for all of the Peace Church families. Plan to stop by the bake
sale in the Peace Gym early for the best selection or while you are here for your child’s
Christmas Party, and do some of your holiday shopping.

If you have any questions, please contact your class’'s fundraising coordinator or
Fundraising Chairman. Thank you for your support in this fundraiser!

e Nl Ny



CREATIVE BEGINNERS
Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Lucas

Hi Parents,

We have an exciting few weeks of school coming up. The field trip to the farm was wonderful
and the children were able to experience so much fun. | am glad many of you were able to
attend. We still are talking about seeds and trees to carry on after the apple theme and God’s
provision. We will be looking at a variety of pine cones, with scent, touch and various sizes.

So far we have covered the colors blue, yellow, and red and we are introducing the color
orange. So feel free to point out such colors and see if your little one is beginning to recognize
the color. For children who already knew their colors, we are mixing colors and they are
learning some secondary colors. We have mixed blue and yellow to see green appear.
November we will mix red and yellow to see orange appear.

I will be sending home in November their first color game, (which can be used for counting too
if you have them count the sticks. Lay out as many as they are able to count, then add another
stick as they increase their numbers.) This will be a tube designed by your little one that will
have a variety of color sticks in their tubes. The game is to have them match colors and tell you
what color they are matching. Remember we are still learning and it is alright if they do not yet
know the color. Also lay 3 to 5 separate colors out and tell them not to peek. Take a color away
and ask them what color stick is missing. This is fun, and your little one can play the same
game with you asking you what color is missing. Try to let your little one pick up the sticks and
put them into their tubes as well as close the lid on their own tubes as this will help with hand
manipulation.

We are talking on how God made everything and that Gods provision is in all that he gives us in
a large variety of ways. Apples, oranges, grass, water, family, etc. We are repeating regularly
how much God loves us and gives us what we need. Towards the end of November we will
begin talking of God’s principle of Thankfulness. In November, we are continuing on locking
down on using our words and introduce making good choices. Watch the cubbies, we will be
sending home a good choice chart to give positive reinforces for good choices, such as a star or
check. Even a verbal thanks from an adult of a good job. We are not giving gifts or toys for
good choices as we believe the feeling of a job well done or the joy of helping is the reward.
We are just focusing on helping them recognize the joy or self confidence God gives them
when a good choice is made.

Thank you to all the parents who have helped and kept our class flowing. We appreciate your
help and the time you invest with our class.

Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Lucas



EARLY LEARNING Tues/Thurs
Mrs. Marquardt and Mrs. Lucas

November Bible Verse
Give thanks always.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-17

In November will be learning about being thankful to God for all that he provides. We will be
talking about being thankful for our family, food and shelter, all provided with the Lord’s grace.

It's hard to believe that we are finishing up October and are looking ahead already to November
and the Holiday Season. October was filled with many fall activities. The children really enjoyed
exploring fall, pumpkins and our visit to Konow's.

We have been working on many basic skills with the children. It is very important to follow
through with these activities at home. Please work with your child to cut, color, and glue while
holding their pencil and scissors properly. These basic skills make school more enjoyable for
them.

We are working on colors, shapes, name recognition and writing. Please have your child find
their own name tag upon arrival. We will begin to work on name writing. This skill usually takes
all year to accomplish. Basic writing stroke pages will be sent home. These are great for
developing basic pencil control. These sheets are for practice and do not need to come back. It
will amaze you that by the end of the year, all most all of the children will have accomplished
writing their name.

Library has begun. We will go to the school Library on Thursday of each week. Books are due
back the following week. A bin is placed outside the classroom to collect the books. Please
place your book into the bin upon returning it. Children will not be able to check out another
book until their book is returned.

We will still be going outside weather permitting. Please make sure your child is dressed for the
weather. Please work with your child at home to begin putting on and taking off their own
coats. Being able to put on their own coat is a great accomplishment for them.

In the month to come, we will talk about Thanksgiving, families, helping others, and being
thankful. We will continue to work on our basic skills. (Cutting, coloring, gluing, praying,
sharing, turn taking, just to name a few.) On the Tuesday before Thanksgiving we will have a
mini feast for the children and their parents. We will have a sign-up sheet with more details to
come.



Mark your calendars! Our Christmas Program will be on the morning of Tuesday, December
20th.

Important Dates for November:
November 3™ Stranger Danger - Officer Chelepis - Frankfort Police

November 22" Thanksgiving Feast

Reminder: Please check your child's papers each day. Important information may be sent home
that needs a prompt response. Thanks!

May God bless you and your family!

With God's Love,
Linda Marquardt
Tracy Lucas

Early Learning Classes
Mrs. Floyd and Mrs. Muellershoen

November Bible verse
“Give thanks always”
1Thessalonians 5:16-17

November is a good time of year to give God thanks for all His blessings. The beauty of the fall
colors, the full harvest moon, and beautiful blue skies. God is great and worthy of our praise.
The classes will learn that the Pilgrims were thankful to God for keeping them safe, the bounty
of the harvest, and for the American Native friends who had helped them survive in a new
world. They will be asked what makes them thankful. Both classes will participate in preparing
a “feast” which they will enjoy the week of Thanksgiving.

The children are all adjusting well to the new experiences preschool has to offer: making new
friends, the classroom routine, learning to cooperate, separating from parents, and learning to
listen and obey. They are also learning new skills: cutting, gluing, recognizing their name in
print, and easel painting. Practicing cutting at home is beneficial for the children. Both classes
will continue to work on shape recognition and have begun number recognition 1-5.

Both classes have started visiting the library at school. You may keep the book for a week and
please return it after the week is up.

The classes will be starting a unit on pets the end of October and first of November. We wiill
talk about the kinds of animals that make a good pet, what a pet needs to stay healthy, and
how to care for pets. A field trip to Alsip Nursery is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16
and Thursday, November 17. The classes will tour the pet section of the store. The tour for the



classes is 10:15 to 11:30. Drivers will be needed to transport the children to Alsip Nursery. At
the end of November, the classes will start on Christmas projects.

December Bible Verse
The Savior has been born tonight
Luke 2:11

The next newsletter will be sent home in the middle of December. The classes will learn about
the wonderful birth of our Savior Jesus. Christmas songs will be learned. The Christmas
programs are scheduled for Tuesday, December 20 and Wednesday, December 21. Families
are invited to attend. Details will be sent home at a later date.

We are grateful for the help and support that the parents give the school. It is a blessing for
the children and the teachers. We wish you and your family a very blessed Thanksgiving.

DISCOVERY AM Mon/Wed/Fri
Mrs. Marquardt and Mrs. Thomas

November memory verse:
Thank the Lord, because he is good. His love continues forever.
Psalm 118:1

Thank the Lord, yes indeed. We are so lucky to have a wonderful class that is so excited to
learn. The children are doing really well, they work hard and they play hard. It has just been
such a blessing to us to see the children so excited to learn their memory verse each month.
They are so proud when they are able to remember it and share it with the class, what a
wonderful gift the Lord is giving them in this faith foundation.

We were very busy in October. We began our letter books and our many letter projects. The
children are eager each day to see what they will be experiencing next. How fun it is to
remember the letter C by watching Cotton candy be made and of course eating it. We will
continue to work on our alphabet along with starting another book. We will begin our Brown
Bear, Brown Bear book. The children are working hard on writing their names correctly and
learning all of the new tasks that comes along with Discovery. This month we will be talking
about fall, family and Being Thankful. We will celebrate Thanksgiving by having a Feast with our
Families on Monday November 21st at 10:30. Please watch for the sign-up sheet. It will be a
pot luck. Parents and siblings are welcome to attend.

Please note a few reminders. Class does not begin until 9:00. We use the time prior to 9:00 to
prepare for class. We will open the door as soon as we are ready prior to 9:00. Please take the
time that you are waiting for us to be prepared to have your child use the restroom and wash
their hands in the restrooms across from our room. There is both a men's and a women's
available. It is also important that you let your child pick out their own name tag. This helps
them with independence and name recognition. Thanks for your help with these items.



Important Dates to remember for November:

Nov 2 Stranger Danger- Officer Chelepis from the Frankfort Police Department will be
making a presentation.

Nov1l No School Veterans Day

Nov21 Family Feast 10:30 - Watch for Sign up

Nov 23 & 25 No School Thanksgiving Holiday

Please mark your calendar for December. We will be having our Christmas Program on the
morning of Wednesday December 21st.

Happy Thanksgiving and may the Lord Bless you and your families!
With God’s Grace,

Mrs. Marquardt
Mrs. Thomas

DISCOVERY AM/PM Tues/Thurs/Fri
Mrs. Spreadbury and Mrs. Teske

Thank the Lord, because He is good. His Love continues forever.
Psalm 118:1

This is the Bible verse for November. With Thanksgiving around the corner, we will talk about
what we are thankful for, and why we celebrate this holiday. We will discuss how God loves us
all the time, even when we don't make right choices. He wants us to repent and try harder.
We need to thank God for all of our many blessings. A fun Thanksgiving idea would be for
family members and friends to share what they are thankful for at Thanksgiving Dinner.
Knowing God loves you makes life joyful.

The class has just finished the “Under the Sea” unit. We discussed different kinds of animals
found in the ocean like fish, whales, dolphin, octopus, and jellyfish. For the month of
November, we will work on a short science unit. It will be a few basic concepts about science
and scientists. Hopefully this will create a spark of interest in the children about our world. We
will continue to learn about the four seasons. Presently we are learning about fall.

We read the story Brown Bear Brown Bear What Do You See? by Eric Carle. This book has
great pictures and repetitive words. It is a wonderful way for children to find an interest in
reading. Our class project is to duplicate this book. This is a long-term assignment. Each
animal in the story will have a different art activity. It will be a great accomplishment when
finished.

November has lots of fun-filled activities. On Thursday, November 3™ Officer Leanne Chelepis
will come to speak to the children about Stranger-Danger. She does an excellent job explaining



this topic to the children. In the classroom, we will learn about America’'s First Thanksgiving.
This will help the children to have insight into the Pilgrims’ and Native Americans’ hard life and
harsh conditions. Through it all they were very thankful for what they had. We will have a tee-
pee in the classroom for a few days for the children to experience what it might be like to live in
one. During the week of Thanksgiving, we will have a special feast. The children will work
hard to prepare the food and decorations. Then they will enjoy the feast together on Tuesday,
November 22™.

Our Bible stories have been great adventures. Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors, Jonah and
the Whale, and David and Goliath have taught the children about obedience to God, and
forgiveness of others. Daniel and the Lion's Den, and Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are
good stories where we learn to trust and obey God and amazing things can happen. Later we
will learn about the birth of Jesus.

At the end of November, Christmas preparations begin! It will be such a wonderful and exciting
time. There will be many fun crafts for the holiday season as well as that secret special
surprise for parents. The children will learn the real reason for Christmas and learn new
Christmas songs that they perform. Also in December is the field trip to the Children’s Farm
Nativity. More information will be sent out later.

Thank you, parents, for all your help and support. We truly appreciate all you do for the
children and our school.

A N A L A A Yo TP U G A e o L VA S P TP U

KINDERBRIDGE
Mrs. Talaga and Mrs. Thomas

Memory Verse for October:
“l can do everything through Him who gives me strength.”
Philippians 4:13

October has been such a great month for the children in the kinderbridge class. We have loved
welcoming in the season of fall. The children did a great job with their leaf collections,there
were so many beautiful colors, shapes and sizes. We all enjoyed making our leaf rubbings. Our
paper bag pumpkins were a great success as they made super centerpieces for the Pancake
Breakfast.

We have been learning some of the stories from the Old Testament. We read about Noah and
how he obeyed God even though it was hard. Did you know that Noah worked on the ark for
120 years?! We also learned that God sent the rainbow as a promise to never again flood the
whole world. So every time we see a rainbow, we can remember God’s promise to us. Soon we
will be learning about Joseph and how he too obeyed God even though it was hard. The
children can really relate to how difficult it is to always obey... and to obey immediately. We are
working on applying these Biblical truths to our daily lives.



All of the children are making great progress on writing their names and most importantly,
forming their letters correctly. Please help them remember that all circular letters (a, c, d, e, g,
0, and q) are formed with a counter-clock wise stroke. This habit is very important because it
will help children avoid making reversals of these letters. Also, please reinforce with your child
that ALL letters start at the top, not at the bottom. This too will help your child avoid reversing
letters.

Every day after playing outside or in the gym, we count how many children are in line. This
exercise is to have children really pronounce and enunciate the number words. Most children do
fine when counting to ten, but after that most do not correctly say the teen numbers. In class
we always say that saying things fast does not mean that you really know something. Saying
numbers slowly helps us to really hear and know what we are actually saying.

Everyone has stayed on green so far! Please be aware though that now that the rules have
been firmly established, we will be a little stricter when rules are broken. If your child has to
change their card to yellow, they will think it is the end of the world! But, take heart, it is NOT.
Usually after a child goes to yellow they rarely (if ever) get on yellow again. This is all part of
the learning process and it helps them to understand that there are consequences for choices
made.

So far we have covered the letters p, m, h, n, a, and w. The children are learning that they
need to know 3 things about each letter: the name of the letter, the sound the letter makes,
and the sign that goes with that letter. The signs that | am using with the children are from the
Spalding Phonics Series and are a great tool for a child whose learning style is more visual. |
will gladly show you any sign that you need to know if your child is uncertain about it.

We are SO proud of the way the children are learning their sight words. It is very rewarding to
see how they are picking out the sight words we have learned thus far when they see the
words in other places! Thank you for reviewing these at home with your child.

Thank you also for your willingness to send items for our “Hot Dog Buffet.” If you haven't
signed up yet, look for the sign-up sheet when signing your child out. I will send home
reminder notices next week. © Some people have inquired about who is to attend. For this
party, it will just be the parent helper who is scheduled for that day.

In the book “Kids Say the Cutest Things about God” Evan, age 6, said, “When | was learning
how to ride my bike, God helped me after my dad let go.” Let's help our children to remember
that God is always there ready to help us in any and every way.

Blessings,
Mrs. Talaga and Mrs. Thomas




